Global akinesis: inadvertent left ventricular "pseudoaneurysmogram".
With today's widespread use of thrombolytic therapy and primary coronary intervention, left ventricular (LV) pseudoaneurysms (PA) are now uncommon sequela of myocardial infarction. Nonetheless, when encountered, the decision of surgical versus medical therapy is not always clear. We present a patient who developed a massive postinfarct PA, likely due to refusal of therapy. The LV was initially believed to be globally akinetic on catheterization. Subsequent review revealed, however, that the left ventriculogram was, in reality, a psuedoaneurysmogram. The recommendation for surgical intervention in this patient was prompted by the need for coronary bypass as well as mitral valve repair.